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Abstract: 
In the 1980’s, as many petroleum companies closed regional offices in nearby Wyoming and Colorado, hundreds of boxes of core from the Panhandle of Nebraska were donated to the Nebraska Geological Survey (NGS).  These cores have been stored in their original boxes since they were drilled in the 1950’s and 1960’s.  They are currently stored at an off-site, un-weatherized facility.  Temperature, moisture, and time have deteriorated many of the boxes to the point at which the core and/or their identities are in danger of being lost.  

Interest in petroleum resources in the Panhandle of Nebraska has experienced a recent resurgence due to higher prices and new technologies.  Requests for access to and sampling of the cores have increased, but the NGS has had to deny some of these requests because the deteriorated state of the boxes and core put the data at risk of being lost.  This project will rescue the increasingly valuable core by identifying, re-boxing, and relabeling core from 36 wells in four counties in the northern Panhandle to make them available for exploration and development and to preserve them for the long-term.  
Summary of outcomes of 2014 NGGDPP award to Nebraska
Goals: 
The goal of this project is to preserve a collection of approximately 1,265 boxes of core for future use in research, exploration, and development of geological resources in the Nebraska Panhandle.
Accomplishments: 
The inventory, re-boxing, and re-labeling of these cores has preserved them from further deterioration and increased their accessibility to public and private interest groups. Approximately 1,265 boxes of core were in critical need of rescue at the onset of the project.  Most of the cores were rescued during the project timeframe.  Those cores were taken to a climate-controlled facility and placed on new racks.  However, a small number of cores remained to be rescued at the close of the project (approximately 200 boxes).  
The established goal was not completely met because, during May of 2015, the City of Lincoln was affected by historic rainfalls and flooding.  These conditions led to damage of our on-campus storage facility and some of our boxes of cuttings.  All available resources and student hires were diverted from other projects, including the core rescue project, for approximately three months while the damaged samples were re-boxed to prevent deterioration.  Due to the lost time, we fell behind on the schedule for the core rescue.  The Conservation and Survey Division continues to work on rescuing those cores using part-time student help, per availability of programmatic funding.  Since this funding is limited and tied closely to the cash flow of our drilling and field services program, progress is steady, but slow.  We expect to complete the entire 1,265 boxes by the end of August, 2016.

