


National Geological and Geophysical Data Preservation Program (NGGDPP)
[bookmark: _GoBack]FY 2016 Request for Proposals for USGS Data Preservation Activities
 (Due: March 7, 2016)

Proposals are being accepted by the National Geological and Geophysical Data Preservation Program (NGGDPP) for USGS data preservation activities. Annually, funds are made available to USGS participants for activities focusing on preservation of geoscience materials, including physical conservation, digital cataloging, and data dissemination to enhance discovery and use of USGS resources. In FY 2016, approximately $150,000 is available for allocation to USGS data preservation projects through a competitive proposal process.  

DEADLINE:  Proposals must be submitted to nggdpp@usgs.gov and received by COB March 7, 2016.

About the Program

The National Geological and Geophysical Data Preservation Program (NGGDPP) was established and authorized in Section 351 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (http://datapreservation.usgs.gov/page/policy_act), which recognizes the need for the preservation and cataloging of and access to geological and geophysical data for scientific research and economic importance. Funding is made available to state geological surveys and Department of Interior Bureaus.

The objectives of the Program as outlined in the Act are to:

(1) archive geologic, geophysical, and engineering data, maps, well logs, and samples; 
(2) provide a national catalog of such archival material; and 
(3) provide technical and financial assistance related to the archival material.

For more information about the NGGDPP, please visit: http://datapreservation.usgs.gov.

Program Priorities

The NGGDPP priorities require participants to 1) preserve geoscience materials, 2) describe the preserved materials and data in conformance with NGGDPP metadata schema, and 3) submit the metadata records to the National Digital Catalog of archived and preserved materials and data. Components of the National Digital Catalog include metadata describing 1) geological and geophysical data collections and 2) individual items in those collections. The National Digital Catalog resides on the USGS ScienceBase data management infrastructure (www.sciencebase.gov).

A proposal should describe a cohesive project that addresses the NGGDPP priorities to complete comprehensive activities to preserve specific aspects of geoscience collections. Proposals may be partially or fully funded. Random and disparate activities are discouraged in favor of well-thought out, practical and related activities, with a start and end point that advance preservation and dissemination of specific physical collections and data.

Preservation Activities 

In FY 2016, USGS personnel may request funds to inventory, preserve, archive, and modernize geologic, geophysical, and engineering data, maps, notebooks, publications, well logs, aerial photos, and samples. Preservation activities may include the following: 

conversion of paper records and/or analog data to digital formats for preservation and access; 
maintaining digital data in modern formats and on permanent media to preserve accessibility; 
updating digital data to new formats to maintain accessibility as older digital storage technology becomes obsolete and newer technology becomes available;
creating metadata records for submission to the National Digital Catalog to promote exposure and use of data and materials;
supporting computer programming equipment and staff to create new, or improve existing databases that provide and pertain to the collection and curation of digital or physical data; 
preserving and/or rescuing time-dependent, unique geologic data or collections of significant value in imminent danger of loss from deteriorating physical surroundings, threat of disposal, or rapidly deteriorating media on which they reside (for example, data stored on magnetic tape or aging aerial photos); and
enhancing data archiving systems, databases, and web applications (including the use of ScienceBase web services in other applications) to enhance understanding, interpretation, and use of geoscience materials.

Metadata records at the collection or individual sample level (depending on proposed activities) for the improved materials must be provided to the National Digital Catalog. Collections shall be described using an online metadata form. Individual collection items shall be described in flat files (CSV format) or XML-formatted files conforming to the NGGDPP metadata schema that specifies specific metadata elements. Using metadata standards, including ISO 19139 or FGDC-CSDGM, may be appropriate depending on what is being described. Web services may also be used to deliver metadata content to the National Digital Catalog.

Proposal Format Instructions

Proposals must be arranged according to the format provided below. Following this format ensures that every proposal contains all essential information and is evaluated equitably. The proposal may be in MS Word or PDF format. 

1. FY 2016 NGGDPP Proposal Information Sheet (Attachment A). Summary sheet shall clearly list the project, budget summary, and contact information for the principal investigator. 

2. Abstract. The abstract shall be no longer than one single-spaced page and shall include identification of the project goal (for example, collection inventory, digitizing analog data), a summary of the approach, project activities, and anticipated results. 

3. Proposal Technical Section. The technical section of your proposal should include the following:

(a) Introduction: Provide a brief overview of the project activities and timelines and explain how the project addresses societal and scientific problems, as appropriate. 

(b) Purpose and Justification: Address the following questions. Why are you proposing this project? What is the justification for the proposed preservation project? How often are collections accessed by users? What benefits will society receive from this project? Why is this important to the USGS? A statement of use or a letter of support from a stakeholder may be included. 

(c) Project Personnel: Provide a table listing project personnel and their roles and responsibilities. For each person, give a brief statement of their background that includes expertise relevant to the proposed activities. 

(d) Data and Metadata Reporting: Indicate the collections for which metadata will be created, the number and type of sampling sites (geographic locations) reported, the process by which metadata will be generated adhering to NGGDPP metadata schema and submitted to the National Digital Catalog, and the quality assurance processes that will be used to check the data. (For projects that lack technical resources, the NGGDPP will aid the delivery of the collection- and sample-level metadata to the National Digital Catalog.) 

(e) Long-Term Usability: Proposals shall include a plan for long-term maintenance and updating of catalog records. Provide contact information for the larger organization (Program, Mission Area) that will be considered the data owner of the cataloged data.

4. Detailed Budget. Provide a completed detailed budget sheet (Attachment B). You may create your own budget sheet following the same format with additional itemized rows. Please include additional funds contributed by other sources to this project. The budget should include:

(a) Salaries and wages. List names, positions, roles, number of hours individuals will spend on various activities, and individual compensation. Indicate whether each individual is a federal employee, contractor, volunteer, or student. Individual compensation may be estimated. Include only personnel actively involved in this preservation project. The portion of staff time involved in inventorying, creating metadata, and transferring information to the National Digital Catalog can be charged here. 

(b) Contractual services. Identify the activities for which such services would be used. Identify proposed contractors (individual or corporate) and provide criteria by which contractors will be, or have been, selected. Include their total time, rate of compensation, total cost per person, and job titles. 

(c) Equipment. NGGDPP funds may be used to purchase computer hardware, scanners, software licenses or other nonexpendable property to be used specifically for geoscience preservation activities. If equipment is available for general use elsewhere in the USGS, explain why your project needs to purchase the equipment. Show the cost of all proposed equipment/software site licenses necessary for achieving goals of the project. Each item should be itemized, include a justification, and a dealer or manufacturer quote. Routine computer maintenance contracts and charges for computer time are not acceptable costs. Explain and justify any extraordinary items. Title to non-expendable personal property shall be vested solely with the recipient. 
NGGDPP Reports and Products
Upon completion of the proposed work, all recipients of funds shall provide 2-3 of the following to the Program (sample level metadata may not be applicable to all projects):

1. Final Technical Report

The Final Technical Report documents and summarizes the results of the work performed. This report must contain a cover page with contact information, abstract describing the project, and a main body, which includes 1) the comparison of actual accomplishments to the goals established for the project; 2) if established goals were not met, explanation of circumstances and impediments; 3) description of the potential societal benefits that may result from the preservation activities, and 4) when appropriate, the number of student hours paid or volunteered. 

2. Collection-level metadata
Inventoried collections are described in the National Digital Catalog using supported methods documented in web page titled “Data Provider Dashboard” (http://datapreservation.usgs.gov/page/data_dashboard). Collections may be cataloged and described using an online form.

3. Sample-level metadata
Individual samples within collections are described using the NGGDPP metadata schema (http://datapreservation.usgs.gov/page/prepare_metadata_for_NDC). Metadata standards, including ISO 19139 or FGDC-CSDGM, may be appropriate depending on what is being described (submitting metadata in other formats should be discussed with the Program).
Proposal Evaluation Criteria
NGGDPP proposals will be reviewed by a five-member peer panel, composed of USGS employees.

All proposals will be evaluated according to the following criteria with each criterion having equal weight:

Technical merit of the proposal. This factor considers the merit and technical viability of the proposed approach and the probability of achieving positive results within the designated period.

Relevance. This factor considers the relevance of the proposed data preservation activities and will be evaluated relative to the USGS NGGDPP goals of preserving and enhancing the use of USGS geoscience resources.

Appropriateness and reasonableness of the budget. This factor considers whether the proposed budget is commensurate with the level of effort needed to accomplish the project and is reasonable relative to the value of the anticipated results. Use of matching or leveraged funds will be considered.

Impact of Preservation Activities. This factor considers the impact of the proposed activities to enhancing discovery and use of USGS assets for furthering scientific knowledge and investigation.

Approximate Timeline

February – RFP issued
March – Proposals due
April – Proposals evaluated
May – Applicants notified of funding decisions and awards announced




Submitting a Proposal

Proposals and supporting documentation (equipment cost quotes, letters of support), in PDF or Word format, shall be e-mailed to nggdpp@usgs.gov by COB March 7, 2016.

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 
Natalie Latysh, NGGDPP Grants Program Manager, (303) 202-4852, nlatysh@usgs.gov







































Attachment A

FY 2016 NGGDPP Proposal Information Summary
USGS Data Preservation


Name of USGS Project, Center, or Mission Area:

Project Title:	

Principal Investigator(s):	(Name)
	(Institute/Organization Name)
	(Street Address/P.O. Box)
	(City, State, Zip Code)
	(Telephone Number), (E-mail Address)

Amount Requested:	(This is a summary of budget information from Attachment B.)
	Salaries	
	Equipment
	Other Costs	
		
	Grand Total	

Proposed Start Date:	(Date)
(The date you would like to start work must be between June 1, 2016, and September 15, 2016). The earliest start date for new grants will be after the USGS receives its final FY 2016 appropriation, notice of full-year continuing resolution, or June 1, 2016, whichever is later. 

Proposed Duration:	(12 months from Proposed Start Date)
No awards are issued for less than or more than 12 months.

Has this proposal been submitted to any other agency for funding:  (List name of agency and program or division to which this proposal was submitted)



Attachment B


NGGDPP
FY 2016 DETAILED BUDGET TEMPLATE
USGS Data Preservation


Project, Center, Mission Area: _______________________________________

Proposal Short Title: _______________________________________________


	Budget Category
	
	
	
	Funds Requested

	Staff (Name)
Salary
	Identify FTE, student, contractor, volunteer
	Rate of compensation
	Number of hours
	

	
	
	
	
	$

	
	
	
	
	$

	
	
	
	
	$

	Equipment
	
	
	
	$

	Other costs
	
	
	
	$

	Total Requested Funds
	
	
	
	$
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